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Much learning has been expended on the task
of distinguishing between the various royal
and national councils from which the Cabinet is
ultimately derived. The council of departmental
ministers and great officers of state goes far back
into our history. When Sir John Fortescue wrote
in 1471, the ministerial system was well developed.
He expressly gives the initiative in legislation, as
well as executive and administrative functions of
all kinds, to the King's councillors. They were to
meet frequently in order to "commune and delibre
upon the matters of defecultie that fallen to the
king "; and upon matters " of the pollicye of the

cannot be called ample.   From the historical and legal point
of view, the Cabinet is treated in the works of the constitutional
historians and lawyers, Hallam, Stubbs, Hearn, Cox, Creasy,
Todd, Erskine May, Dicey, Anson, Lowell, and others; in
Freeman's Growth of the English Constitution; in Gneist's
Englitche Verfatstvngs-gestshichte, and Das Englische Parla-
ment; Sir George Cornewall Lewis's Correspondence and his
Essays; Earl Grey's Parliamentary Government  (2nd ed.,
1864); Boutmy's Developpement de la constitution et de la
80GUU poUtique en Angleterre; and H. D. Traill's Central
Government.   There is a concise  and  accurate account of
the growth of the ministerial system, during the eighteenth
and early nineteenth   centuries, in   Miss   Mary  Blauvelt's
painstaking Development of Cabinet Government in England
(1902).   When we turn from the historical, to the political,
side, the materials are  scanty.   One  or two  distinguished
statesmen, who have themselves been members of Cabinets,
have told us something.   The most valuable of these dis-
quisitions from those who speak with the authority of actual
experience are Gladstone's papers in the first volume of his
Gleanings^   and    Lord    Bosebery's    observations    in    his
monograph on Sir Bobert Peel (1899).   Lord Morley in his
memoir of Walpole (1889), chap, vii., gives an excellent analysis
of the functions  of the  Cabinet,  which is understood to
have been partly *' inspired"  by Gladstone;   and in Lord